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470 THE MONIST. 

This view of morality is ver.y well so long as man is guided in his conduct by 
lofty principles, as was Nietzsche himself, notwithstanding some of his questionable 
utterances. But men usually live on a lower plane, and if they feel that nothing 
is forbidden their conduct will display the influence of sensuousness rather than 
that of reason. Such was the case with most of the personages whom Mr. Ellis has 
chosen to illustrate his own opinions. There are, besides Zola, Casanova, the pro- 
fessional libertine of the eighteenth century, whose Mimoires we are told read 
like a fairy tale, and Huysmans, the modern French novelist, whose aestheticism is 
of a high order, but who has so profound a sense of smell that he is able to devote 
a whole essay to defining and differentiating "the odors of feminine armpits"! 
The author of Affirmations says rightly that he has a predilection for the question- 
able aspects of his subjects. His last study, entitled "St. Francis and Others," is 
concerned largely with the various phases of purity, which he judges from the 
standpoint of the saying, "to the pure all things are pure." Unfortunately few per- 
sons attain to the degree of moral strength here implied, and admirable as Mr. El- 
lis's work is from a literary standpoint, we think it comes within the category he 
himself adopts when he says ' ' certain books possess a value that is in the ratio of 
the spiritual vigor of those who use them, acting as a tonic to the strong, still fur- 
ther dissolving and enfeebling the weakness of the weak." C. S. Wake. 

Studies in Psychical Research. By Frank Podmore, M. A. New York and 
London : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1897. Pages, 458. Price, $2.00. 

The present volume is an outgrowth of the work of the Society for Psychical 
Research, in the Proceedings of which body some of its articles have appeared. 
The titles of the Chapters are as follows : (1) Spiritualism as a Popular Movement; 
(2) The Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism ; (3) Spiritualism and Psychical Re- 
search ; (4) Poltergeists ; (5) Madame Blavatsky and Theosophy ; (6) Experimental 
Thought Transference ; (7) Telepathic Hallucinations ; (8) Ghosts ; (9) Haunted 
Houses; (10) Premonitions and Previsions; (11) Secondary Consciousness; (12) 
Impersonation, Obsession, Clairvoyance. Mr. Podmore's views may be charac- 
terised as moderate. We give one example of his opinions : " More than one view 
' ' is possible of the general effect of the evidence. To some of my colleagues, it 
"seems to indicate that thought can influence thought, untrammelled by the ma- 
" chinery of sense organs and ethereal undulations ; that the human soul can, while 
' ' still attached to the body, transcend the limits of space and time and the laws of 
" the physical world ; and can after the death of the body prevail to make its pres- 
ence known to us here. To my thinking, the evidence is too slender and too 
' ' ambiguous to bear the weight of such tremendous issues ; and though I hold that 
" there are grounds sufficient to justify telepathy as a working hypothesis, the proof 
"of its transcendental nature is still wanting." The attitude of the book generally 
is in harmony with the declarations and spirit of the Society for Psychical Research, 
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the aim of which has always been to ascertain " the facts of the case," and will, 
from the very nature of its subject, find many curious and eager readers. p. 

Studies in the Psychology of Sex. Vol. I. Sexual Inversion. By Havelock 
Ellis. London: The University Press. Pages, xvii+204. Price, $1.75. 

Mr. Havelock Ellis has approached a very delicate subject in the present work. 
Yet, as he says, ' ' these things concern every one ; the study of these things con- 
cerns the physiologist, the psychologist, the moralist. We want to get into pos- 
' ' session of the actual facts, and from the investigation of the facts we want to as- 
" certain what is normal and what is abnormal, from the point of view of physiology 
"and psychology. We want to know what is naturally lawful under the various 
"sexual chances that may befall man, not as the born child of sin, but as a natur- 
"ally social animal, what is a venial sin against nature, what a mortal sin against 
"nature." 

He adds further: "I had not at first proposed to devote a whole volume to 
' ' sexual inversion. It may even be that I was inclined to slur it over as an un- 
" pleasant subject, and one that it was not wise to enlarge on. But I found in time 
' ' that several persons for whom I felt respect and admiration were the congenital 
"subjects of this abnormality. At the same time I realised that in England, more 
" than in any other country, the law and public opinion combine to place a heavy 
"penal burden and a severe social stigma on the manifestations of an instinct 
' ' which to these persons who possess it frequently appears natural and normal. It 
"was clear, therefore, that the matter was in special need of elucidation and dis- 
" cussion." 

There are seven chapters : (1) An Introduction on the History of Homosexual- 
ity ; (2) The Study of Sexual Inversion ; (3) Sexual Inversion in Men ; (4) Sexual 
Inversion in Women ; (5) The Nature of Sexual Inversion ; (6) The Theory of Sex- 
ual Inversion ; (7) Conclusions. Dr. Ellis's treatment of his material is similar to 
that of Moll, Kraftt-Ebing, Westphal, etc., but is not limited to the re-elaboration 
of their results. He has collected new data, and undoubtedly done a service to 
pathological psychology. Dr. Flynt has added a curious chapter on * ' Homosex- 
uality Among Tramps." 

Methodologische BeitrSge zu psychophysischen Messungen. (Auf experimen- 
teller Grundlage.) V 'on Dr. Arthur Wreschner. Leipsic : Johann Ambro- 
ses Barth. 1898. Pages, 238. Price, M. 7. 
Dr. Wreschner offers us in this book a record and a development of a long se- 
ries of experiments on the measurement of sensations due to the pressure of weights. 
Though the starting-point of modern experimental psychology, this branch, he 
claims, has, owing to numerous disturbing circumstances, been greatly neglected. 
For example, the weight of the lifting arm is an error which must be eliminated, 
the muscles which perform the lifting must be discriminated, and further, the vari- 



